
Welcome back to everyone in The Early Years, we hope you’ve had a lovely Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! Throughout this term we will be developing our knowledge of different animals, the 
sounds they make, the places they live and how to take care of animals. Here is an overview of 

some of our topics that we will be covering over the Spring Term. 

Reception 
 

Animals in Europe: The children will be learning about the importance of looking after our      
environment to protect animals, they will describe animal features and make hedgehogs using clay.  

Animals in Asia: There will be Chinese New Year celebrations, Chinese lantern making,          
discussions about endangered animals and the re-telling of animal stories using small world animals.  

Animals in Africa: The children will be sorting animals according to their habitat and creating 
snake patterns using a variety of materials. 

Animals in Australia: The children will be sketching animals and learning all about koalas and 
conservation.   

Animals in Antarctica: There will be lots of water/ice play activities, collage animals, junk      
modelling and learning about global warming. 

Terrific for Twos 

Pets: The children will be looking at their own pets, inviting them into school and taking care of our own school pet. 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt: Adults will support children to build a den, make different musical instruments and 
learn a new Nursey Rhyme. 
Zoo: Tiger Who Came for Tea: The children will be tasting food, building different sized towers and using a drawing 
app. 
Dear Zoo: There will be a focus on physical development activities including climbing equipment, colour matching and 
animal printing. 
Farm: The Tickle Book: The children will be using junk modelling, mark making, using different resources, and    
learning about different types of transport. 

Nursery 

Pets: The children will listen to animal noises, engage in role-play       
activities and learn how to take care of our own school pet.  

Zoo: The children will be making tea party table mats, designing labels 
and make animal patterns using paint to print. 

Dinosaurs: The children will be exploring dinosaur eggs, sorting and 
categorising dinosaurs, playing matching games and investigating our 

very own dinosaur fossil dig. 
Farm: There will be lots of painting activities, matching games, and   

creating shape animals. 
Minibeasts: We will be going on a bug hunt, exploring fine motor    

activities, and learning all about animal life cycles. 
Our Favourite Animals: The children will share stories, use a range of 

ICT and will also be drawing and painting animals. 
 

You can help by: 

Singing a wide range of Nursery rhymes and songs with your child. 

Encouraging your child to write at home, reinforcing correct pencil grip and 
letter formation. 

Ensuring that your child comes to school every day and that they are      
punctual. 

Reading a variety of books to your child. 

Sending WOW notes into school to share your child’s learning at home. 

Please make sure your child’s belongings are labelled with their full name and 
that their book bag is in school every day.  

We deliver a balanced curriculum of indoor and outdoor learning, therefore 
please ensure that your child has appropriate weather-proof clothing.  
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Important Term Dates 

21st - 25th February – Half Term Holiday 

4th January – Inset Day 


